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For the signifier plays an active role in determining the effects by which the
signifiable appears to succumb to its mark, becoming, through that passion,
the signified.
The passion of the signifier thus becomes a new dimension of the human

condition in that it is not only man who speaks, but in man and through man
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that it [ca] speaks; in that his nature becomes woven by effects in which the
structure of the language of which he becomes the material can be refound;
and in that the relation of speech thus resonates in him, beyond anything that
could have been conceived of by the psychology of ideas. (“The Signification
of the Phallus,” 578)
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For the phallus is a signifier, a signifier whose function, in the intrasubjective
economy of analysis, may lift the veil from the function it served in the
mysteries. For it is the signifier that is destined to designate meaning effects as
a whole, insofar as the signifier conditions them by its presence as signifier.
(“The Signification of the Phallus,” 579)
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[The effects of the presence of the phallus as signifier] include, first, a
deviation of man’s needs due to the fact that he speaks: to the extent that his
needs are subjected to demand, they come back to him in an alienated form.
This is not the effect of his real dependence ... , but rather of their being put

into signifying form as such and of the fact that it is from the Other’s locus
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that his message is emitted.

What is thus alienated in needs constitutes an Urverdrangung [primal
repression], as it cannot, hypothetically, be articulated in demand; it
nevertheless appears in an offshoot that presents itself in man as desire
(das Begehren). (“The Signification of the Phallus,” 579)
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For the unconditionality of demand, desire substitutes the “absolute” condition:
this condition in fact dissolves the element in the proof of love that reels
against the satisfaction of need. This is why desire is neither the appetite for
satisfaction nor the demand for love, but the difference that results from the
subtraction of the first from the second, the very phenomenon of their splitting
(Spaltung). (“The Signification of the Phallus,” 580)
PR BB 9 > L [l (R 0 (e J%ﬁ‘ » Tk IF‘%FQF.HP“ R b i
GRS 5 YRl [i%L Fuﬁfﬁ'ﬁi [H Eﬂ]f S A
The phallus is the privileged signifier of this mark in which the role [part] of
Logos is wedded to the advent of desire. (“The Signification of the Phallus,”
581)
(kL » g R 7 = Rt PRl A RS vei DI L S WIES - kLA
oo SRR BRI S E
The phallus is the signifier of this very Aufhebung, which it inaugurates
(initiates) by its disappearance. (“The Signification of the Phallus,” 581)
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(1) That the subject designates his being only by barring everything it signifies,
as is seen in the fact that he wants to be loved for himself, a mirage that is
not dispelled by simply pointing out that it is grammatical (since it
abolishes discourse);

(2) That the part of this being that is alive in the urverdringt [primally
repressed] finds its signifier by receiving the mark of the phallus’s
Verdriangung [repression] (owing to which the unconscious is language).
(“The Signification of the Phallus,” 581)

Pph = S R 0 PR (R (the ratio [raison])f VARG e AR R
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The fact that the phallus is a signifier requires that it be in the place of the
Other that the subject have access to it. But since this signifier is there
only as veiled and as ratio [raison] of the Other’s desire, it is the Other’s
desire as such that the subject is required to recognize—in other words,
the other insofar as he himself is a subject divided by the signifying
Spaltun. (“The Signification of the Phallus,” 582)
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The unconscious is a concept founded on the trail [trace] left by that which
operates to constitute the subject. (“Position of the Unconscious,” 703)
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The presence of the unconscious, being situated in the locus of the Other, can
be found in every discourse, in its enunciation. (“Position of the
Unconscious,” 707)
ﬁwﬁ?‘:} =28 _":fiEﬁF RIECE RS e WAL 5‘;43&% Hp A
VR R ] » " Tkl PERE AR ATIHOBE < 4 RAIE - S O (R
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The effect of language is to introduce the cause into the subject. Through this

U (cause)d | *

i

effect, he is not the cause of himself; he bears within himself the worm of the
cause that splits him. For his cause is the signifier, without which there
would be no subject in the real. But his subject is what the signifier
represents, and the latter cannot represent anything except to another
signifier: to which the subject who listens is thus reduced.

One therefore does not speak to the subject. It speaks of him, and this is
how he apprehends himself; he does so all the more necessarily in that, before

he disappears as a subject beneath the signifier he becomes, due to the
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simple fact that it addresses him, he is absolutely nothing. But this nothing

is sustained by his advent, now produced by the appeal made in the Other to

the second signifier. (“Position of the Unconscious,” 708)
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This secondary subornation not only closes the effect of the first by projecting
the topology of the subject into the instant of fantasy; it seals it, refusing to
allow the subject of desire to realize that he is an effect of speech, to realize, in
other words, what he is in being but the Other’s desire. (“Position of the
Unconscious,” 709)
FERfFET > FIRHREY > SRR G B P B {2 R B
e
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(deontology) ° l*'ﬁéﬂ[f:“f?‘ B A ?ﬂﬂfﬂ%%»ﬂlﬁ’?ﬁj‘ﬁ%ﬁfj FIZSEGBAYTYRY » B drpL
Fol St e S PR 2 %FF” .
It will thus be understood that my sue of Hegel’s phenomenology bore no
allegiance to his system, but was intended as an example with which to

counter the obvious fact of identification. ...... It is by not avoiding the
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ethical implications of our praxis for deontology and scientific debate that the

beautiful soul will be unmasked. The law of the heart, as I have said, is a

bigger nuisance than paranoia. (“Position of the Unconscious,” 710)
R ;I;ﬁcmp PR Eﬁﬁ il -l ;r‘F'ILI 1o m L "h- Ry F'JF 1% | (always say
something Other) ° TIIEJ » S i JF; PR T RLEE ] o IRLE E"ﬁﬁ'[ “(the
avatars of a lack) °
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The structure of what closes is, indeed, inscribed in a geometry in which space
is reduced to a combinatory: it is what is called an “edge” in topology.

By formally studying the consequences of the irreducibility of the cut it
makes, one could rework some of the most interesting functions between
aesthetics and logic. (“Position of the Unconscious,” 711)

SHPRLF  FEREPEE (3O [T S PSR AR 7 -
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The subject, the Cartesian subject, is what is presupposed by the
unconscious—I have shown that elsewhere.

The Other is the dimension required by the fact that speech affirms itself as
truth.

The unconscious is, between the two of them, their cut in action. (“Position

of the Unconscious,” 712)
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The register of the signifier is instituted on the basis of the fact that a signifier
represents a subject to another signifier.
This union is such that the vel of alienation, ... imposes a choice between its
terms only to eliminate one of them—always the same one regardless of one’s
choice. (“Position of the Unconscious,” 713)
SR TR H L ) AL SEY T (and) ¢ 2 R
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(Ichspaltung, the splitting of the subject) o FIZY 55 4] » Eb 3 RIGEF e Uy fEFT— [
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Separare, se parare: in order to attribute to himself [se parer] the signifier
to which he succumbs, the subject attacks the chain—that I have reduced to a
binary, at its most elementary level—at its interval. The repeating interval,
the most radical structure of the signifying chain, is the locus haunted by
metonymy, the latter being the vehicle of desire (at least that is what I teach).
(“Position of the Unconscious,” 715)
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What he will place there is his own lack, in the form of the lack he would (like
to) produce in the Other through his own disappearance—the disappearance
(which he has at hand, so to speak) of the part of himself he receives from his
initial alienation. (“Position of the Unconscious,” 715)
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But what he thus fills is not the lack [faille] he encounters in the Other, but
rather, first of all, the lack that results from the constitutive loss of one of his
parts, by which he turns out to be made of two parts. Therein lies the twist
whereby separation represents the return of alienation. For the subject operates
with his own loss, which brings him back to his point of departure. (“Position
of the Unconscious,” 716)
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Libido is the lamella that the organism’s being takes to its true limit, which
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goes further than the body’s limit. Its radical function in animals is

materialized in a certain ethology by the sudden decline in an animal’s ability

to intimidate other animals at the boundaries of its territory. (“Position of the

Unconscious,” 718)
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There is no such thing as a metalanguage (an assertion made so as to situate all
of logical positivism), no language being able to say the truth about truth,
since truth is grounded in the fact that truth speaks, and that it has no other
means by which to become grounded.

This is precisely why the unconscious, which tells the truth about truth, is
structured like a language, and why I, in so teaching, tell the truth about Freud
who knew how to let the truth—going by the name of the
unconscious—speak. (“Science and Truth,” 737)
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For a truth that speaks has no-thing much [peu de chose] in common with a
noumenon that, for as long as pure reason can remember, has always kept its
mouth shut. (“Science and Truth,” 737)
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Everyone knows that the readying [mise en état] of the subject—the
shamanizing subject—is essential here. Let us observe that the shaman, in the
flesh, is part of nature, and that the operation’s correlative subject must hew
himself from this corporeal medium. This mode of hewing [recoupement] is
debarred from the subject of science. Only his structural correlatives in the
operation are situable for him, but they are exactly situable. (“Science and
Truth,” 739-740)
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